
   

 

 
 

 

 

 

For Immediate Release                                          June 2, 2010 
 

BALTIMORE RACING DEVELOPMENT OFFICIALLY ANNOUNCES  
THE 2011 BALTIMORE GRAND PRIX    

 
 

State, Local and Indy Racing League Officials & Drivers Unveil that Baltimore is on the  
2011 IZOD IndyCar Series Schedule 

 

Baltimore, MD – Baltimore Racing Development (BRD) formally announced today that the Baltimore Grand Prix will be 

part of the IZOD IndyCar Series schedule beginning in 2011.  The inaugural event has been scheduled for August 5-7, 

2011 and will be contested on a temporary street circuit around the scenic Inner Harbor area of downtown Baltimore. BRD 

also announced that the event will be an annual fixture on the IZOD IndyCar Series schedule for at least five years, thanks 

to multi-year contracts with the Indy Racing League and City of Baltimore. 

  

The announcement follows the unanimous approval earlier this summer of both a Baltimore City Council Resolution and a 

vote of the Maryland Stadium Authority to formally support BRD’s efforts to pursue bringing an IRL Race to Baltimore.  

 

“This is a historic day for Baltimore and the State of Maryland, as well as entire East Coast Region, as we have finalized 

plans for the IZOD IndyCar Series racing in Baltimore in 2011,” said Jay Davidson, CEO of the Baltimore Grand Prix and 

Baltimore Racing Development.  “When we began our pursuit of this race over two years ago, we had a number of major 

steps to accomplish and are so thankful to the State, City and the community for embracing our efforts.  This three-day 

festival of speed will not just include car racing, but will feature family-friendly activities, offer great entertainment and 

much, much more.” 

 

Among those joining Davidson for the announcement today at the Baltimore Convention Center were Maryland Governor 

Martin O’Malley, Baltimore City Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake, IRL President Terry Angstadt, IZOD IndyCar Series 

driver Graham Rahal and two-time Indianapolis 500 winner Al Unser, Jr.  

 

“This is an extraordinary opportunity for Baltimore to shine in the national spotlight, and benefit from the millions in 

tourism dollars it will bring to our State,” said Governor O’Malley.  “The Baltimore Grand Prix will add to the impressive 

list of exciting and significant sporting and entertainment events Maryland is home to every year.” 

“In August 2011, our City will be the home for one of the most exciting sporting events in the world,” said Mayor 

Rawlings-Blake.  “I want to thank the Governor, BRD and IndyCar officials for your role in making this race a reality for 

Baltimore.  In addition to filling City hotel rooms and restaurants, this street race will change the way the world sees 

Baltimore as a result of global media exposure to millions of Indy Racing League fans who attend similar events in Monte 

Carlo, San Paulo, Long Beach and St. Petersburg.”   

 

The Indy Racing League (IRL) is the sanctioning body for the IZOD IndyCar Series, North America’s premier open-wheel 

racing series.  The IZOD IndyCar Series is predicated on the history, heritage, passion and intense competition of the 

Indianapolis 500, referred to as the “The Greatest Spectacle in Racing.”   The IZOD IndyCar Series season includes races 

on traditional oval tracks, road courses and temporary “Grand Prix” street tracks.  Among the IZOD IndyCar Series’ 

diverse lineup of drivers are Marco Andretti, Helio Castroneves, Scott Dixon, Tony Kanaan, Danica Patrick, Graham Rahal 

and Dario Franchitti. 

 

Open-wheel racing refers to a classic type of racing involving fender-less cars with wheels outside the body and, in most 

cases, one seat. Open-wheel cars are built specifically for racing and are generally the most technologically advanced 

racecars in the world, with many capable of reaching speeds in excess of 200 mph. 
 
 

-more- 



Baltimore Grand Prix Added to 2011 IZOD Indycar Series     Page 2    June  2, 2010 

 

 

There were a number of factors that made Baltimore an attractive option to the Indy Racing League. 

 

“We are very excited to partner with Baltimore Racing Development to add the Baltimore Grand Prix to the 2011 IZOD 

IndyCar Series schedule,” said Terry Angstadt, President-Commerical Divison of the IRL. “Baltimore is a vibrant market 

that is strategically located in the heart of the Mid-Atlantic region. The Inner Harbor will make for a spectacular setting for 

the race, and Baltimore’s downtown area has all of the elements necessary for a successful event weekend. We are thankful 

for the leadership of Baltimore Racing Development as well as Governor O’Malley and Mayor Rawlings-Blake, who have 

made today possible.” 

 

The Baltimore Grand Prix will be a combination of racing and festivities that will begin Friday morning and culminate on 

Sunday with the IZOD IndyCar Series race. The event will be billed as a “three day festival of speed”, and organizers are 

planning a variety of non-racing activities such as a family fun zone, go-karting, beer gardens, extreme sports 

demonstrations and even professional beach volleyball. Live music will be available all weekend, from local artists 

performing throughout the day to nationally-known acts in the evenings. The event will be a offer something for all 

Marylanders and organizers intend for the event  to be a very family-friendly.   

Racing fans will also have no shortage of events to draw their attention. In addition to the IZOD IndyCar Series, the 

Baltimore Grand Prix will feature a number of “support series” races, which include other professional racing series 

competing on the track at different times over the event weekend. Support races will be announced later this year. 

The Baltimore Grand Prix is expected to attract more than 100,000 people to the area and have an estimated economic 

impact of $70 million, based on visitor spending on hotel nights, meals, tickets and other purchases.  The racetrack will be 

a 2.4 mile temporary circuit constructed around the streets of downtown Baltimore, including sections of Russell Street by 

Oriole Park at Camden Yards, West Pratt Street and along the Inner Harbor on Light Street.  Tickets for the event will go 

on sale this fall and will be offered at a variety of price levels to make the event affordable for all fans.  A wide range of 

sponsorship and hospitality opportunities will also be available for the Baltimore Grand Prix, ranging from title 

sponsorship to corporate hospitality suites. 

 

Baltimore Racing Development, LLC was formed in 2008 with the intention to bring a “Grand Prix” street race to 

Baltimore in 2011.  BRD retained a world-class team of professionals to assist with their efforts, including two-time Indy 

500 winner, Al Unser, Jr., Chuck Kosich of MJ Promotions (which owned and operated both the Houston Grand Prix and 

the Cleveland Grand Prix) and Martyn Thake, a track designer who has designed Grand Prix race tracks on three 

continents.   

 

www.BaltimoreGrandPrix.com  
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